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tuned into a war, in which case we shall be in a fine situation, who have not been able to carry on a war even against Spain alone.
Our minority in this Parliament is so considerable, that I think it can hardly be called a minority, at least I am sure it need not be so long, if well conducted ; but I confess that if is so little probable, that Sir Robert might answer as the Lacedemonians once did, upon some occasion which I have forgot, If. It will raise the price of some individuals, and he will be obliged to come up to it, and there's an end of the Opposition.
I do not condole with you for the loss of your county election; on the contrary, I congratulate you upon getting rid of that plague, I hope for ever, and of being able to live for the future in quiet in your own house, whenever you have a mind to it. I hope your popular efforts upon that occasion did not impair your health, which, in my mind, is the only thing a man, should now think of, if he can bring himself to it; for my own part, when I turned my back upon London, I repeated Urbs venaUs et mox peritura si emptorem invenerit, and resolved when I was once out of England, not to think into it, if I could help it, but attend singly to my health, as the only thing I can now call my own. I have executed my resolution as to the public part of it pretty well. As to my friends in England, I neither desired to nor could forget them, on the contrary, I entertained that remembrance with pleasure, and with much the more for being able to reckon you in that number. I am,
Most faithfully and zealously yours,
CHESTERFIELD.